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The regulation of return 

• EU Return Directive 2008/115/EC  

– The framework 

 

• A European Agenda on Migration of 2015 

– The role in the migration system 

 

• The Partnership Framework of 2016 

– The prioritisation of it 



The role of return in the current 

migration regime 

• The aims of the Norwegian government 

is to 

– receive fewer asylum seekers that are not 

eligeble for protection 

– enact return faster 

– establish the identity of applicants earlier 

 



• Assumptions about the relationship between 

assisted return and enforced returns 

 

• Assumptions about the relationship between 

arrivals and returns 

 



Assumptions about the relationship between 

assisted return and enforced returns 

«We would like as 

many as possible to 

return voluntarily if 

they do not have the 

right to a legal stay in 

Norway» (Minister of 

Immigration Sylvi 

Listhaug, VG 21 

September 2016) 



Deterring migration 

“But there is a need to keep 

the pressure up, especially 

to send a strong signal that 

Norway is not a suitable 

country to travel to if you do 

not have a legitimate asylum 

claim. Return is also about 

upholding the legitimacy of 

the asylum institute». 

 



A European Agenda on Migration of 

2015 

• «One of the incentives for irregular migrants 

is the knowledge that the EU’s return system 

– meant to return irregular migrants or those 

whose asylum applications are refused – 

works imperfectly» 



• Look for more on 

return here:  

• http://www.jus.uio.n

o/ikrs/english/resear

ch/projects/migma/ 
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