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Education   
 
2011 – 2017 PhD, Development Studies, Department of International Environment and 

Development Studies (Noragric), University of Life Sciences (NMBU) 
1999-2002  Master (hovedfag), Political science, University of Oslo (UiO) 
1994-1998 Candidatus Magistratii, University of Bergen (UiB):  
1998   Diploma in African Studies, University of Cape Town, South Africa 
1994-1997 Comparative politics, ’mellomfag’, Methodology of Social Sciences, History, 

’grunnfag’, UiB, Examen Philosophicum, University College of Stavanger 
 
 

Employment  
 
2022 -  Researcher, Fafo  
2022- Associate professor II, Department of Sociology and Human Geography, University of 

Oslo  
2018 -2022   Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Sociology and Human Geography, University of 

Oslo  
2011-2021 Various supervision and teaching  
2013-2018 Independent consultant 
2006-2011 Adviser on Africa, Norwegian Confederation of Trade Unions (LO), 
2006  Executive Officer, The Peace Research Institute in Oslo (PRIO) 
2003-2006 Executive Director, Norwegian Council for Africa 
 

 
Academic publications 
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recurring fuel subsidy protests. Africa, 92(5), 860-879.  
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Approaches. New York: Berghahn Books, 2019. 236 pp. Illustrations. $135.00. Cloth. ISBN: 
978-1789204858. African Studies Review, 1-3.  

Jordhus-Lier, D., Houeland, C., & Ellingvåg, T. H. (2022). Alienating assemblages: Working the 
carbonscape in times of transformation. Progress in Human Geography, 46(2), 319–338.   

Ytterstad, A., Houeland, C., & Jordhus-Lier, D. (2022). Heroes of the Day After Tomorrow: “The Oil 
Worker” in Norwegian Climate Coverage 2017–2021. Journalism Practice, 16(2-3), 317-333.  

Houeland C (2021) Labour resistance against fossil fuel subsidies reform: Neoliberal discourses and 
African realities in: Nora Räthzel, Dimitri Stevis and David Uzzell (eds) The Palgrave 
Handbook of Environmental Labour Studies. Palgrave, 493-516.  

Houeland, C and Jordhus-Lier, D (2021) Oljearbeidere in Arbeiderklassen, 165-184. Oslo: Cappelen 
Damm  



Houeland, C., Jordhus-Lier, D. C., and Angell, F. H. (2021). Solidarity tested: The case of the 
Norwegian Confederation of Trade Unions (LO-Norway) and its contradictory climate change 
policies. Area, 53(3), 413-421. 
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Houeland, C (2019), Book review, "Public Brainpower: Civil Society and Natural Resource 
Management", by Indra Overland. Democratisation, 26 (2), 353-355 

Houeland, C, (2019) Book review, ‘Working for Oil: Comparative Social Histories of Labor in the 
Global Oil Industry, T. Atabaki, E. Bini, K. Ehsani (Eds.), Palgrave Macmillan (2018)." The 
Extractive Industries and Society. 

Houeland, C (2018). Between the street and Aso Rock: the role of Nigerian trade unions in popular 
protests. Journal of Contemporary African Studies, 36 (1): 103-120. 

Houeland, C (2017). Punching above their weight: Nigerian trade unions in the political economy of 
oil. PhD Thesis, Aas: NMBU, Noragric. 

Houeland, C (2015). 'Casualisation and Conflict in the Niger Delta: Nigerian Oil Workers' Unions 
Between Companies and Communities'. Revue Tiers Monde, 224 (4): 25-46. 

 

Selected other publications 
 

2013 -  Store Norske Leksikon, Subject editor, Nigerian history and current affairs  

2022 Jordhus-Lier, D., Houeland, C., Holmås, H.E., Szulecki, K., and Østring, P.R.. 
‘Petroleum Transition Pathways in Norway: How do Norwegian stakeholders envision 
pathways to net-zero and phase-out for the country’s oil and gas sector?’. University 
of Oslo, Fafo 

2021 Szulecki K, Chitra A, Claes DH, Houeland C. and Jordhus-Lier D ‘Norwegian Oil and 
Gas Transition: Building Bridges Towards a Carbon Neutral Future’. Stockholm 
Environment Institute. 

2020 Jordhus-Lier, D. and Houeland, C ‘Polarisering i klimadebatten – Samtaler med 
tillitsvalgte i oljeindustrien’, Rapport 7, Manifest Tankesmie/Industriaksjonen  

2018 Braathen, E., C. Houeland and B. Aasen, ‘Synthesis study of evaluations of civil 
society organizations’ democratisation and human rights work’, Norad evaluation, 
Oslo 

2014  Norwegian Confederation of Trade Unions, ‘Decent Work in the Oil Industry. Nigeria 
and Ghana’, Aktuell Bakgrunn series, LO, Oslo,  

 
 

Academic conferences 
 

2022  Panel presentation ‘Evidence-based co-production of scenarios to accelerate the just 
transition: Norway’ in panel ‘Just transitions in oil and gas producing countries: 
Lessons and pathways from the North Sea’. International conference on fossil fuel 
supply and climate change, Stockholm Environment Institute, Oxford, England 

2022 Organising committee, Petrocultures 2020/21 ‘Transformations’,  
Introduction and comment, keynote  

2022 Paper presentation ‘Labour Resistance Against Fossil Fuel Subsidies Reform: 
Neoliberal Discourses and African Realities’, in panel ‘Environment, labour and 
justice: perspectives from the global South’, by University of Sao Paolo with 
UNRISD, GLU and ETUI, online.  



2022  Panel organisation/paper presentation: ‘Geographical dilemmas in a green transition: 
building new social contracts and social alliances’, Winter-seminar ‘Polarisation’, 
Human Geography, University of Oslo, 

2022 Paper presentation w/ D. Jordhus-Lier, “Not my task”: Role perceptions among shop 
stewards in the Norwegian petroleum industry facing a green transition’ – Panel on 
Climate change and industrial relations, at AIRAANZ 2022 Conference ‘Work not as 
usual’. Sydney (online) 

2022 Paper presentation w/ D. Jordhus-Lier, ‘Ikke min oppgave’- om tillitsvalgte i 
petrolemsindustrien sin rolle i en grønn omstilling, i panel ‘Hva er partenes rolle i å 
skape et bærekraftig arbeidsliv?’ NEON-konferansen, Lillehammer  

2021  Panel discussion ‘A politics of disassembly or a politics of reconnection?’ &  
Comment to key note by Stuart Capstick ‘There is no 'I' in individual: the need to 
connect personal, collective and systemic climate action’ at Beyond Oil 2021: 
Prioritising Climate Action, Bergen,  

2021  Panel presentation ‘”Not my task”: Roles and role perceptions among shop stewards in 
the Norwegian petroleum industry facing a green transition’, RGS/IBG, Annual 
International Conference, London/online  

2021 Panel presentation. ‘Populismens grenser’, Winter-seminar ‘Boarders’, Human 
Geography, University of Oslo,  

2020 Panel presentation, ‘Norwegian oil workers' perception of media coverage of oil, work 
and climate change' at ‘Improving climate journalism – engaging the youth’, 
conference, OsloMet  

2019  Panel presentation, ‘Fuel subsidies reform for climate change, labour resistance and 
the need for social welfare mitigation’’ at ‘Beyond Oil 2019: Deep and Rapid 
transformations’, conference, University of Bergen,  

2019 Panel presentation. ‘Oljen – ressursen der ut: tilknytningsformer, arbeidsplasser og 
lokalsamfunn’, Winter-seminar «Peripheries», Human Geography, University of Oslo,  

2017  Paper presentation, ‘Oil, labour and the environment’, at Ecological Challenges 
Conference 2017, UiO,  

2016  Panel coordinator (with Dr Isaac A. Osuoka, York University) ‘Contested 
Environments: The State, Civil Society and Communities of Extraction in Nigeria’s 
Niger Delta’  
Paper presentation, ‘Oil, labour and the environment’, at African Studies Association 
(ASA), Washington,  

2015 Paper presentation, ‘Popular protest against fuel subsidy removal: Nigerian trade 
unions as mediator of a social contract’ at ASA, San Diego, 18-22 November 

2015 Paper presentation, ‘Popular protest against fuel subsidy removal, Nigerian trade 
unions as protector of a social contract’, at European Conference on African Studies 
(ECAS 2015), Paris,  

2015  Paper presentation ‘Casualization and conflict in the Niger Delta – Nigerian oil 
workers’ opportunities and agency’ Africa Workshop, Institute of African Studies, 
Columbia University 

2013  Paper presentation ‘Nigerian trade unions navigating in the political economy of oil: a 
case study of the 2012 fuel subsidy strike’, ECAS 2013, Lisbon,  

 

 

Media & dissemination  
 



Interviewed by: NRK (Dagsnytt 18, Nyhetslunsj, Ekko, Aktuelt), Vårt Land, Dagens Næringsliv, LO-
aktuelt/Frifagbevegelse, Aftenposten, Du Verden!, Bistandsaktuelt, RadioNova, Klassekampen, 
Morgenbladet, E24, VG,   

 

Op.eds/blog posts in: Africa is a country, Jacobin Magazine, New Left Review,   
Bistandsaktuelt, Dagens Næringsliv, Vårt Land, Dagsavisen, Afrika.no, Shifter, Dagens Næringsliv, 
Vårt Land, Dagsavisen, Svenssonsiftelsen, Frifagbevegelse.no, Industri Energi, Dag&Tid,  

 

Invited for panel or presentations by: Rethinking Economics, Operation Days Work, Friends of the 
Earth -Norway, Norwegian Council for Africa, Human Rights Human Wrongs Film Festival, Fafo, 
Pen-Norway, Litteraturhuset, The Norwegian UN association, Zoon Politikon, LO-Oslo, Industri 
Energi, Nature and Youth, Rogalandskonferansen, Norwegian Petroleum Museum, Greenpeace, 
Gjøvik pensjonistuniversitet, LO Trondheim, Broen til Framtiden, Naturvernforbundet (Friends of the 
Earth Norway) 

 

 

 

Awards 
 
2014-2015 The American-Scandinavian Foundation’s Andrew E. and G. Norman Wigeland Fund, 

Research scholarship for research visit to Institute of African Studies, Columbia 
University  

2000  The Nordic Africa Institute in Uppsala (NAI), fieldwork scholarship 
2000  Institute for Political Sciences, University of Oslo (UiO), fieldwork scholarship 
2000  Centre for Development and Environment, (SUM) UiO fieldwork scholarship, 
2001  NAI, Uppsala, Sweden, library stipend/visit, 
 
 

Academic mobility  
 
2021  Centre for African Studies, University of Edinburgh, Scotland, visiting researcher 
2014-2015 Columbia University, Institute for African Studies, visiting scholar  
2000  Centre for African Studies, University of Cape Town, guest researcher 
 
 

Peer reviewer  
 
2019 African Affairs, Nordic Journal of Human Rights, SAGE Open, Globalizations, The 

Extractive Industries and Society, Norwegian Journal of Geography, Forum for 
Development Studies, Canadian Journal of Development Studies, Oxford University 
Press, Political Geography   

 
 

Elected positions/other  
 
2020 Member of Board, Faculty of Social Sciences, UiO 
2019 Member of Board, Department of Sociology and Human Geography, UiO 
2017 - 2018 Member Development Advisory Council, Agenda (think thank) 
2013-2014  Member of Noragric Board, NMBU 
2013- 2014 Member of Noragric Research Committee, NMBU 


