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ZHANG HUAFENG 
Nationality:  Chinese 

Born:   02.11.1977 

Place of Birth:  Shanghai, China 

EDUCATION 

2004 Master of Science degree in Environmental and Development Economics, University of  Oslo  

2002 Master study in Economics, Fudan University 

2000 Bachelor degree in Economics, Fudan University 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

May.2005 –  Researcher at Fafo 

COUNTRIES WORKED IN 

China, Eritrea, Lebanon, Jordan, Palestine, Niger 

SELECTED PROJECTS AND FIELDWORKS 

2019-: Living conditions for development in Western China: A living condition survey of 16000 household in 4 
chinese provinces. 

 Project manager 

2019-: Economic and social data development program in Eritrea: To establish national account and business 
registration system in cooperation with National statistics office in Eritrea 

 Project manager 

2019-2020: Impact of work permit regulations of Syrian refugees on labor markets in Jordan 

 Responsible for data collection, field work, data analysis and analytical report 

2018: Long-term impact of Wenchuan earthquake and natural disaster in China: The forth round follow-up 
living condition survey after Wenchuan earthquake in Sichuan China (4000 households).  

Project manager and responsible for data collection, field work, data analysis and analytical 
report, and developing an app for conducting surveys under emergency disasters  
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2017-2018: Survey of Syrian Refugee in Jordan: A surveys on the living condition and employment of all the 
Syrian refugees living in Jordan. 

Responsible for data collection, fieldwork, data analysis and analytical report 

2018: Study on Socio-Economic Impact of Afghan Refugees in Pakistan: Measuring economic impact of Afghan 
refugees on the host country’s economy 

 Responsible for data analysis and report 

2017-2020: Vision 2030: Randomised controlled trial of speed school 

   Responsible for data collection, fieldwork and analysis. 

2017: Survey methodology training and technical support for CASTED  

Project manager and responsible for organizing workshop and providing training to 
researchers in CASTED in China, as well as providing technical support to the survey conducted 
by CASTED  

2017: Evaluation of the introduction scheme and Norwegian education with social knowledge for refugees in 
Norway 

Responsible for data cleaning and data analysis on Norwegian register data 

2016: Indicators on ethnical discrimination and development in equality for immigrants and their children, 
indigenous population and national minority in Norway 

 Responsible for developing indicator framework and report writing. 

2016: With residence permit, but in refugee center: How the time living in refugee center affect refugees’ 
integration in Norwegian society? 

 Responsible for data cleaning and data analysis on Norwegian register data 

2015- 2016: Demographic and health survey in Eritrea: 10,000 household standard DHS survey: large-scale 
survey in cooperation with national statistics office, financed by UN 

 Project manager and consultant for data programming, data collection and analysis, and field 
organization. The project follow standard DHS survey methods. 

2015- 2016: Labor force survey and productivity survey in Eritrea 

 Consultant for survey based on ILO standard, field organization, data collection and cleaning, 
data analysis and report writing. 

2015: Quantitative backbone for the Shanghai Academy of Social Science (SASS) “Shanghai 2050 Plan”. Develop 
a model for Shanghai’s development from 1970 to 2050 based on Jørgen Randers’ book “2052-
A Global Forecast for the Next Forty Years”. Project manager and responsible for quantitative 
data collection, modelling and report. 

2013-2014: Just job index: Construct an index for just job for over 200 countries. Responsible for data analysis, 
construction of index, report writing and developing website. 

2012-2013: Syrian Refugees in Jordan: Fiscal data analysis on impact of Syrian refugees in Jordan. Responsible 
for secondary data collection and impact analysis. 

2012-2013: Palestinian Refugee Sample Survey in Jordan: Two sample surveys among the Palestinian refugee 
households inside and outside refugee camps in Jordan. Responsible for data collection, 
fieldwork, data analysis and analytical report. 

2010-2013: Sustainable Development Index in China: Collect secondary data and conduct survey for subjective 
data to construct SDI index. Responsible for data analysis, construction of composite index, 
developing website and analytical report. 

2012: World Development Report 2013: Good jobs. Survey conducted in four countries by the team, funded by 
World Bank.  
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Lead China team during fieldwork and analytical report for China; take main responsible for 
the sampling design, data analysis. 

2011-2013: Palestinian Refugee Camps Register Survey in Jordan: A census in the Palestinian refugee camps in 
Jordan. I was responsible for data collection and fieldwork, data analysis and analytical report. 

2012: World Development Report 2011. Survey conducted in seven countries by the team, funded by World 
Bank. I assisted in data collection tool development and quality assurance. 

2008-2011: Surveys on the reconstruction in the Wenchuan earthquake-hit areas: Three-round follow-up need 
assessment surveys after earthquake in Sichuan China (4000-5000 household each round). The 
first round was in emergent situation and it took only 4 weeks from preparation work until the 
analytical report completed and handed to Chinese government. 

Project leader and responsible for data collection, field work, data analysis and analytical 
report, and developing a toolbox for the surveys under emergency disasters  

2009 -2010: Eritrea Demographic and Health Survey in collaboration with National Statistic Office, Asmara. 
Funded by Unicef. It was a nation-wide DHS survey, which interviewed around 30,000 
households. I was responsible for data collection, fieldwork organization, and data analysis. 

2009: Gaza and West Bank assessment survey: An opinion survey after the Israeli attacks on Gaza strip. I was 
responsible for sampling design, data collection quality control and data analysis.  

2008: ICVB Project: Verification of cocoa certification studies in Ghana and Côte d’Ivoire. I was responsible for 
the analysis of certification data and report. 

2008: West and Central Africa Autochthony and land rights: Data analysis and tabulation report for the 
quantitative survey. 

2008: Watching Brief WBGS: Analysis of mortality rate from violence in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, and a 
draft paper “Mortality from Violence in the West Bank and Gaza Strip – a Validation study of 
Mortality estimates based on household mortality interviews”. 

2007: Rehabilitation of Ein El-Hilwe Refugee Camp, Lebanon: Quantitative study of the largest refugee camp in 
Lebanon to determine the needs and preferences for camp rehabilitation. I was responsible for 
PPS sampling design, statistical analysis of data and tabulation report. 

2006: Technological and institutional innovation in Western China: Qualitative interview of the management 
and workers in small and medium enterprises in Western China. 

2006: Employability of Palestine Refugee in Lebanon. I was responsible for sampling design, data collection, 
fieldwork in Lebanon, data analysis and tabulation report. 

2005: Living Conditions and Poverty survey in China’s Western Regions. I was responsible for calculating 
variances estimation. I wrote two chapters in the analytical report, on economic situation in 
Western China and people’s health condition. I also made atlas to present the data gathered 
from this project, which was published both in Chinese and in English.  

2005, 2006, and 2009: Gaza and West Bank assessment survey and two opinion Polls: Three opinion surveys 
after the Israeli attacks on Gaza strip.  

Take the main responsibility for data collection, quality control and data analysis.  

2005:  Northern Uganda IDP profiling, quantitative survey in Acholi region, funded by UNDP. I was responsible 
for data collection and tabulation report. 

PUBLICATIONS 

 
2019, Zhang, Huafeng, Yandong Zhao, Jon Pedersen, “Capital assets framework for analyzing household 

vulnerability during disaster”, Disaster, 23 July 2019, https://doi.org/10.1111/disa.12393 
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2019, Tiltnes, Åge A.; Zhang, Huafeng; Pedersen, Jon, “The living conditions of Syrian refugees in Jordan – 
Results from the 2017-2018 survey of Syrian refugees inside and outside camps”, Fafo report 2019 :04 

2018, Zhang, Huafeng, Mona Christophersen, Kristin Dalen, Jing Liu, Jon Pedersen, “Reconstructing a future: 
Ten years after the Wenchuan earthquake”, Fafo report 2018:21 

2017, Zhang, Huafeng, “Opportunity or new poverty trap: Rural-urban education disparity and internal 
migration in China”, China Economic Review 44 (2017), 112-124 

2017, Weiss, Nerina; Djuve, Anne Britt; Hamelink, Wendy; Zhang, Huafeng, “Opphold i asylmottak: 
Konsekvenser for levekår og integrering”, Fafo report 7 

2016, Zhang, Huafeng, “Household vulnerability and economic status during disaster recovery and its 
determinants: a case study after the Wenchuan earthquake”, Natural Hazards, Volume 83, Issue 3, pp 
1505-1526 

2016, Zhang, Huafeng, “Literature Review on Educational Attainment of Migrant Children in China”, Open 
Journal of Social Sciences, Vol. 4 No.7, pp. 190-206, DOI: 10.4236/jss.2016.47029, 

2016, Flatø, Hedda and Huafeng Zhang, “Inequity in level of healthcare utilization before and after universal 
health coverage reforms in China: evidence from household surveys in Sichuan Province”, 
International Journal for Equity in Health, 2016(15:96), DOI: 10.1186/s12939-016-0385-x 

2015, Djuve, Anne Britt, Jon Horgen Friberg, Guri Tyldum, Huafeng Zhang, “When poverty meets affluence”, 
Fafo publications 

2014, Zhang, Huafeng, “The Poverty Trap of Education: Education-poverty Connections in Western China”, 
International Journal of Educational Development, Vol. 38, Sep 2014, pp 47-58 

2014, “JustJobs Index 2014“, October 2014 
2014, “Measuring Sustainable Development in China—Theoretical and Methodological Background of the 

Sustainable Well-being Index (SWI)” 

2014, Tiltnes, Åge A. and Huafeng Zhang, “The socio-economic conditions of Jordan’s Palestinian camp 
refugees”, Fafo report 2014:47 

2014, Zhang, Huafeng, Åge A. Tiltnes and Hani Eldada, “Living conditions of Palestinian outside-camp refugees, 
Jordan 2012 “ , Fafo report 2014:18 

2014, Zhang, Huafeng, Åge A. Tiltnes and Hani Eldada, “Living conditions of Palestinian camp refugees, Jordan 
2011 “ , Fafo report 2014:16(17) 

2014, Kebede, Tewodros, Kristin Jesnes, Huafeng Zhang, Jon Pedersen, “European JustJobs Index“, Progressive 
Economy, March 2014 

2013, Zhao, Yandong and Huafeng Zhang, “Post-disaster needs assessment: theory, methodology and practice”, 
Journal of Natural Disasters, Vol. 22 No. 3, June 2013 

2013, Tiltnes, Åge A. and Huafeng Zhang, “Progress, challenges, diversity--Insights into the socio-economic 
conditions of Palestinian refugees in Jordan”, Fafo report 2013:42 

2013, Kebede, Tewodros , Huafeng Zhang, Jon Pedersen, “Just Jobs Index 2013“, American progress,  
https://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/JustJobsIndex-4.pdf 

2012, Dalen, Kristin, Hedda Flatø, Liu Jing and Huafeng Zhang, “Recovering from the Wenchan Earthquake—
Living Conditions and Development in Disaster Areas 2008-2011”, Fafo report 2012:39 

2012, Dalen, Kristin, Huafeng Zhang and Zhao Yandong, “POPNA -- A toolbox for conducting Policy Oriented 
Post-disaster Needs Assessments” 

2012, Bjørkhaug, Ingunn, Anne Hatløy, Tewodros Kebede, Huafeng Zhang “Perceptions of Good Jobs. Analytical 
Report. Risaralda, Colombia“, Fafo report 2012:21 

2012, Kebede, Tewodros, Anne Hatløy, Huafeng Zhang, Ingunn Bjørkhaug “Perceptions of Good Jobs. Analytical 
Report. Urban Cairo and Rural Fayoum, Egypt“, Fafo report 2012:20 

2012, Zhang, Huafeng, Ingunn Bjørkhaug, Anne Hatløy, Tewodros Kebede, “Perceptions of Good Jobs. 
Analytical Report. Jianyang, China Sichuan“, Fafo report 2012:19 

2012, Hatløy, Anne, Tewodros Kebede, Huafeng Zhang, Ingunn Bjørkhaug, “Perceptions of Good Jobs. 
Analytical Report. Port Loko and Freetown, Sierra Leone”, Fafo report 2012:18 

2010, Zhang, Huafeng, “The Hukou system’s constraints on migrant workers’ job mobility in Chinese cities”, 
China Economic Review 21 (2010) 51-64 
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2010, Zhang, Huafeng and Jon Pedersen, “Large-Scale Survey Interviewing Following the 2008 Wenchuan 
Earthquake”, conference paper in 2010 International Blaise Users Conference, Baltimore USA 

2010, Zhang, Huafeng, “The Post Wenchuan Rapid Needs Assessment, Methodology and Design“, 2010 Davos 
International Disaster and Risk Conference, Davos, Switzerland 

2007, Zhao, Yandong, Huafeng Zhang, Deng dasheng, “Poverty profile in the Western region in China”, 2007 
Blue book of China’s society: Analysis and Forecast on China’s Social Development (In Chinese) 

2007, Zhang, Huafeng; Tiltnes Åge, “The 2007 socio-economic assessment of Ein El-Hilweh refugee camp”, 
Allkopi, Oslo 

2006, Zhang, Huafeng and Jon Pedersen, Life in Western China: Socioeconomic Atlas of the Western Regions of 
China (Both in English and Chinese) 

2006, Zhang, Huafeng, Book review “Health care transition in urban china”, Development Research, volume 18, 
number 1, March 2006 

2006, Zhang, Huafeng, “Chapter 15 An economic analysis of residence requirement and employment 
discrimination”, Employment discrimination: international standards and national practice, edited by 
Li Weiwei, Lisa Stearns, law press, 2006 (In Chinese) 

2004, Zhang, Huafeng, “Discrimination against migrant workers in Chinese cities ---- A case study of Beijing and 
Zhuhai”, MA Thesis, University of Oslo, Norway 

2002, Zhang, Huafeng, “Analysis on the labor market resource allocation and efficiency in the market, planned 
and dual economy”, Journal of productivity research, 2002.10 

2000, Zhang, Huafeng, “Analysis of peculiar latent employment in China and its influence on social welfare 
system”, BA Thesis, Fudan University, China. 

 

 

  

 

 


