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Introduction

This tabulation report presents the results from a survey conducted by Fafo Institute for
Applied International Studies during March 2013. The survey is part of the international
research project The ldeology and Sociology of Language Change in the Arab World which is
funded by the Norwegian Research Council. The general aim of the research project is to
analyze Arab native speakers’ attitudes to and practices of written Arabic. The Arabic standard
language (fusha) is one of the most important traits connecting people from different Arab
countries, and thus is a basic constituent of common Arab identity, while its spoken varie-
ties (ammiyya) constitute part of regional and local identity. Whereas the standard written
variety and the spoken variety of Arabic (fusha and ammiyya) have (in general) been used for,
and associated with, separate language domains throughout the centuries, we now see a trend
where the spoken variety is increasingly being used as a written language, mixing with and
even competing with the traditional written variety, fusha. This development has prompted
several Arab policy-makers and intellectuals to claim that the Arabic language, and with it
part of Arab identity, is in danger.

Little research has been done to map out the extent and nature of ‘ammiyya use in written
Arabic, or how people perceive this development. The purpose of the survey is to gather rel-
evant data that help address some of these questions. The general questions it tries to answer
are: How widespread is the use of written ‘ammiyya? Is it more prevalent among some social
groups? How is the increasing use of written ‘ammiyya perceived by literate Egyptians? And is
there a link between people’s political and social attitudes and the way they look at language?
This survey is a first attempt at mapping out the developments in Arabic language use and
linking them to attitudes to language and political and social issues.

The survey was conducted in Greater Cairo which includes the whole of Cairo Governorate
as well as some parts of Giza and Qalyubiyya Governorate. 2529 households were interviewed,
and the response rate was 98 percent. The household head answered a roster part of the survey
which included questions about the household members and the socioeconomic situation
of the houschold while a randomly selected individual (RSI) answered the main part of the
survey, with questions about language use and attitudes and social and political questions.
The criteria for being selected as an RSI were that respondents were between 18-64 years
old and had completed preparatory (i‘dadi) education. These criteria were set to ensure that
only literate people were selected since the focus of the survey is about writing practices and
attitudes towards writing practices. The tabulation report presents a set of tables comprising
the main findings of the survey.
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The tables

All the tables in this report are presented with the main variable at the top of the table, and
selected background variables in rows below. The top row of the table is always the result of
the main variable without any background variable sorting. Percentages are based on the row
totals. In cases where multiple responses are allowed, the percentages may add up to more
than 100 percent.

The options “Don’t know” (DK) and “No answer” (NA) are set as missing except for the
cases where the DK respondents is a group over 5 percent. If there are no positive responses
for a category, this is indicated in the table with a hyphen. In the instances where positive re-
sponses are recorded but not enough to total 1 percent, this is marked with a blank space. The
tables either include all Randomly Selected Individuals (RSIs) or all Households. A footnote
in each table indicates the category of respondents.

The background variables used in the tables are indicated below. In addition some extra
background variables are included on specific questions, where they are deemed relevant.

Education: Noting the highest level of completed education. The categories are: Preparatory,
secondary, upper intermediate, university and higher than university.

Gender: male or female.
Age: grouped the following way: 18-34, 35-49, 50-64.

Socioeconomic status is included in the Wealth index which is based on which assets people

have in their household. This index has been divided into three equal parts, presenting the
rich third, the middle third and the poor third.

Essential definitions

Fusha: Fusha is used as a short term for al-lugha al-fusha, which is the name in Arabic for the
(Modern) Standard Arabic (MSA), or the formal, written variety of Arabic. It is a language
variety that is usually not used for normal spoken functions, except for formal situations such
as official ceremonies, religious discourse, political speeches, news broadcasts, prepared lectures
and otherwise preferred by some TV channels (for example A/-Jazeera).

Ammiyya: Ammiyya literally means “general” or “common” and refers to the language that
is commonly spoken among Egyptians. There are different dialects and sociolects of ammiyya,
and people from different regions in Egypt speak @mmiyya differently. In this context however,
ammiyya is used to denote all varieties of spoken Egyptian, in contrast to the traditional written
language, fisha. Ammiyya is not recognized as an official spoken language, is not codified and
standardized, but has still been adapted into writing in some settings, and is used in a number
of different settings as a written language, as we shall see from this report.
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The content of this report

The report is divided into nine chapters. Chapter 1 contains tables on characteristics of the

population (age, gender, marital status, education). Chapter 2 contains data on characteristics

of the households, including both objective and subjective measurements of socioeconomic
status. Chapter 3 maps out data on background variables and basic characteristics of the

randomly selected individuals (RSIs) in the sample. Chapter 4 presents data on reading prac-
tices, including tables on how much the respondents read different kinds of publications and

questions about their knowledge of some select publications written in ammiyya. Chapter
S contains tables on perceptions and labels of fusha and ammiyya. This includes questions

about which label they use for the language they read and write, as well as questions identify-
ing what they view as fusha and ammiyya. Chapter 6 explores attitudes to fusha and ammiyya,
including questions on how suitable @mmiyya is as a written language, and how important the

languages are to themselves and to Egypt. Chapter 7 is about writing practices, exploring how
much the respondents write in fusha, ammiyya and English, and in which contexts they use

the different languages. Chapter 8 focuses on attitudes to language in education, exploring

the respondents” opinions about which language that should be used for teaching in school.
Finally, chapter 9 presents tables on attitudes to social and political life, including questions

on women's participation in society, press freedom and voting behavior.
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Chapter 1: Population characteristics

Summary

This chapter contains data on some main characteristics of the population. All household
members are included in these tables, not just the randomly selected individuals (RSIs). That
means that the estimates here are representative for the population of Greater Cairo between
18 and 64 years old. Table 1.1. shows that the age distribution of the population. The largest
group (47 percent) are between 18 and 34, while 29 percent are between 35 and 49 and 25
percent are between 50 and 64. The gender distribution is almost equal, with 49 percent males
and 51 percent females (table 1.2). Regardinglocation, around half (49 percent) live in Cairo
while 39 percent live in Giza and 11 percent in Qalyoubiyya (table 1.3). The largest group
of the population have completed secondary school (34 percent) while less than a third (28
percent) have university education or higher. Only 8 percent have not completed any level of
schooling while 9 percent have only completed primary (table 1.4). Over half of the popula-
tion is married while 37 percent are single. Among the younger group, a higher percentage is
single while only 1 percent of those over 50 are still single (table 1.5).
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Table 1.1 Age distribution

18-34 35-49 50-64 Total
Total  Sample size
Total 47 29 25 100 6618
Gender Male 46 27 27 100 3229
Female 48 30 22 100 3389
DHS wealth index tertiles Poor third 51 27 23 100 2120
Mid third 47 30 23 100 2168
Rich third 43 30 28 100 2276
Highest level of education Incomplete primary 21 29 50 100 442
completed Primary 27 38 35 100 433
Preparatory 45 32 23 100 639
Secondary 49 34 17 100 1893
Upper Intermediate 46 33 21 100 465
University 51 28 21 100 1489
Higher than university 36 43 21 100 53
Socioeconomic status Il We live well 45 28 26 100 2979
We are neither rich nor poor 47 30 23 100 3119
We are poor 50 26 24 100 503
n=All respondents
Table 1.2 Gender distribution
Male Female Total
Total Sample size
Total 49 51 100 10 289
Age 18-34 48 52 100 3084
35-49 46 54 100 1905
50-64 54 46 100 1629
DHS wealth index tertiles Poor third 50 50 100 3405
Mid third 49 51 100 3403
Rich third 49 51 100 3403
Highest level of education Incomplete primary 52 48 100 466
completed Primary 58 42 100 477
Preparatory 43 57 100 652
Secondary 47 53 100 1894
Upper Intermediate 58 42 100 465
University 53 47 100 1489
Higher than university 66 34 100 53
Socioeconomic status Il We live well 49 51 100 4 473
We are neither rich nor poor 50 50 100 5003
We are poor 48 52 100 779

n=All RSI
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Chapter 2 Household characteristics

Summary

This chapter presents data on the subjective and objective socio-economic conditions for the
households surveyed. In general, around one third of the households are poor while two thirds
are relatively well off, both by objective and subjective measures. For the objective measures,
we define those with a higher income than what they deem as a minimum income as non-poor,
while those with a lower income than what they deem as a minimum are considered poor. As
we see in table 2.18, 69 percent of the households have a higher total income than what they
report as the minimum required income, while 31 percent have alower income than what they
deem as a minimum income. A majority of 60 percent estimate their total monthly income
to be below 2000 EGP, while 39 percent report it to be below 1000 EGP".

Using subjective measures of poverty where respondents are asked to evaluate their eco-
nomic situation, 64 percent report that they get by financially, while 19% report that they have
to borrow money (table 2.5). When houscholds are asked to place themselves on a “economic”
ladder between 1 and 6 (1 being the poorest), 29 percent place themselves on the poor side
of the spectrum, (step 1 or 2 on the ladder) (table 2.12). Table 2.15 shows that around one
third of the RSI population reports that money is their main concern, while 69 percent report
other issues, like security and education as more pressing. The rich part of the population
views security as the most pressing issue whereas the poorer segments view money as the main
concern. In addition, 44 percent report that they are “very concerned” about being able to
provide basic necessities (table 2.11). On a direct question about being poor however, only
8 percent report being poor, while 45 percent say that they “live well” and 47 percent say that
they are “neither rich nor poor”. Also the vast majority (76 percent) are “satisfied” or “very
satisfied” with their life in general (table 2.14).

When asked about the financial developments after the Egyptian revolution in 2011 (table
2.7), the majority (58 percent) report that their socioeconomic situation has “deteriorated” or

“deteriorated a lot”. When asked about the financial prospects for the comingyear, 51 percent
think that the situation will deteriorate further, while 35 percent think it will remain the same.
The more educated household heads are less worried about their financial situation than those
without education (table 2.8).

'1 Egyptian Pound (EGP)=0.15 USD on 1 March 2013.
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Table 2.18 Is you total income lower than your estimated minimum income (poor= yes, not poor=no)

Poor Not poor Total
Total Sample size
Total 31 69 100 2 461
DHS wealth index tertiles Poor third 18 82 100 779
Mid third 26 74 100 811
Rich third 47 53 100 854
Highest education Primary or Preparatory school 24 76 100 478
completed Secondary school 24 76 100 1119
Upper intermediate 33 67 100 178
University or higher 47 53 100 653
Age of RSI 18-34 30 70 100 1330
35-49 29 71 100 732
50-64 39 61 100 366
Socioeconomic status We live well 40 60 100 1107
We are neither rich nor poor 25 75 100 1159
We are poor 13 87 100 188
Rank of the situation of Poorest 18 82 100 100
household Second 15 85 100 596
Third 30 70 100 1092
Fourth 45 55 100 460
Fifth 64 36 100 175
Richest 64 36 100 33
Estimated total income 0-1000 7 93 100 952
1000-2000 15 85 100 505
2000-3000 29 71 100 336
3000-4000 44 56 100 160
4000+ 91 9 100 508

n=All RSI
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Chapter 3: Background variables for Random
Selected Individuals (RSIs)

Summary

This chapter presents data on the socioeconomic situation, schooling and migration history of
the randomly selected individuals (RSIs) in the sample. This sample is a representative sample
of residents in Greater Cairo (including Cairo and parts of Giza and Qalyubiyya), between 18
and 64 years old that have completed preparatory education or higher. The education criteria
for selection was included because the main part of the survey concerns writing practices. In
order to ensure that the respondents were literate, we choose to exclude those without any
education or with only completed primary school.

In the first part of the chapter, data on age, gender education, location and marital status is
presented (table 3.1 — 3.5). We see in table 3.1 that the majority of this population is young with
55 percent between 18 and 34 years, and only 15 percent over 50 years old. Women constitute
60 percent of the sample population while 40 percent are male as shown in table 3.2. This
difference is due to that there are more men that have not completed preparatory education
(table 1.4). Regarding education (table 3.4), 27 percent of the RSI population have Univer-
sity education, while only 1 percent have education that is higher than university (PhD and
above). Almost half (46 percent) have completed secondary school while one fifth have only
completed preparatory. The male part of the population has somewhat higher education, and
the rich third of the population have significantly higher education. Less than 10 percent of the
poorest third have completed university, while 47 of the rich third have university education.

The second part of this chapter (table 3.5 — 3.10) presents data on specific schooling back-
ground for the RSIs, their employment situation as well as their migration history. In general,
the vast majority of the population has not lived in many different countries outside Egypt.
99 percent of the respondents have not lived outside Egypt for more than three months (ta-
ble 3.7). 67 percent report living another place in Cairo/Giza before the place they live now,
while only 6 percent have lived in another village and 26 percent come from another city in
Egypt. 10 percent have travelled to “other Arab countries” for less than three months, but less
than 1 percent have travelled for more than three months outside of Egypt. Regarding educa-
tion (table 3.8 — 3.9), the vast majority (92 percent) went to government school, while only
4 percent went to private school. 97 percent were taught mainly in Arabic, while 3 percent
went to an English language school.
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Chapter 4 Reading practices

Definitions

Newspapers refer to only printed newspapers, not newspapers they have read online. News
websites refer newspapers that they have read online. These can be news websites that also
have a print version or it can be a news website which only exists online. Blogs and other
websites are websites where one can read articles, or similar texts, that are not newspapers. It
can be blogs, but also other websites where texts are published. Social media like Facebook
or Twitter is not included in this category. Literature refers to printed fiction books. Comic
or graphic books refer to comics such as Flash, or graphic novels such as Metro, or 18 days.
It does not refer to comics for children. Scholarly journals refer to books or articles that
are non-fiction. Religious books refer to all books on religious subjects, but not the Quran.
Textbooks refer to books used for school or university.

Summary

This chapter explores [the] reading practices among the residents in Greater Cairo between
18 and 64 years old with completed preparatory education or above (the RSI population).
The questions address how often the respondents read different types of publications and
some questions of their knowledge of specific publications in written ammiyya. The main
part of the chapter (table 4.9 — 4.24) contains data on the frequency of reading the follow-
ing publications: Newspapers, news websites, blogs and other websites, scholarly journals,
textbooks, literature and comic books. The general finding is that none of these publications
are read by more than half of the population. For some of these publications, like scholarly
journals, 91 percent never read it. And even newspapers, which are considered quite common,
are never read by 50 percent of the respondents, while 16 percent read it “every day” and 20
percent “at least once a month.” When asked specifically about what they read last week, the
numbers of readers are lower, with 64 percent not reading newspapers, 74 percent not read-
ing news websites, 73 percent not reading religious books, and higher numbers for the other
publications. The more educated respondents read more, with as much as 31 percent of the
university graduates reading newspapers every day compared to 5 percent for those with only
preparatory school. We also see that the rich third of the population as defined by the wealth
index reads more than the poorer two thirds. For example, 33 percent of the rich third read
news websites every day, while only 3 percent of the poor third report the same. Males also
read more than females with 58 percent of the male respondents report to “never” read news
websites while the figure is 76 percent for females.
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When asked about specific publications in ammiyya only a very select few reported to
have heard of these publications. The number of people who reported to have read them do
not amount to one percent for any of the publications. Generally, there is a slight difference
among the different age groups, where more young people have heard of these publications.
However, no more than 5 percent of 18-24 year olds had heard of any of the publications,
except for the blog novel Ayza atgawwiz, which 8 percent in the 18-24 age group had heard
of, and 1 percent in the same age group had read.

Respondents with education that is “higher than university” consistently read much more
than any other group included in these tables. For example, while only 5 percent of the re-
spondents overall report to read “literature” every day or at least once a week, 30 percent of
those with “higher than university” education report the same thing. And while only 3 per-
cent of the respondents overall had heard of the “18 days” graphic novel 30 per cent of those
with “higher than university” education reported the same. One should however be careful
with putting too much emphasis on this group, as it only represents 20 individuals, around 1
percent of the sample.

This chapter also includes questions on where people normally obtain information about
what is happening in the world (table 4.1 - 4.8). The majority of the respondents prefer
non-written sources of information. 87 percent report using TV news as a daily source of
information, and 48 percent say talk with friends or colleagues, compared with 1 percent who
use printed magazine and 16 percent who use the newspaper as a daily source of information.
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Chapter 5 Perceptions and labels for fusha
and ‘ammiyya

Definitions

When the respondents were asked to identify whether sentences were in ammiyya, fusha or
both they were given cards showing them the sentences (table 5.1 — 5.8 and 5.10 t0 5.13).The
interviewer did not read the sentences out loud. This was to ensure that the respondents did
not answer what the realization of these sentences sounded like, by if the sentences looked
like @mmiyya or fusha in writing. The sentences are shown below:

Table 5.1 Wa¥ sl e SN aas ),

Table 5.2 ala (e JAT 7 550,

Table 5.3 aa2¥ 5l e 22N Ll gy,

Table 5.4 Ao Sall o laall 28 3 (g jan Glual)
Table 5.5 Jlag¥! 4d8lie Cugll Calia (d )
Table 5.6 WY ) e 22N Ul aas

Table 5.7 4350 Je Lean i€ iyl

Table 5.8 bacluy adld (e daagi caal

In the question about the main difference between fusha and ammiyya (table 5.10), I7ab
refers to grammar rules, especially case endings.

Summary

This chapter presents data on what the respondents perceive as being fisha and ammiyya, as
well as what labels they use to define the different varieties. In the first set of questions (table
5.1 - 5.8), the respondents were asked to classify sentences containing different degrees of
mixed Arabic as fusha, ammiyya, both, or neither. In general, the respondents have different
perceptions about which language the different sentences represent. To map out the specific
reasons and triggers that lead people to identify the different sentences as fusha, ammiyya or
a mix, requires detailed analysis. However, the majority of the respondents think all the sen-
tences are either @mmiyya or amix. None of the sentences are identified as fusha by a majority
of the respondents. Respondents who “disagree” or “strongly disagree” that ammiyya has a
place as a written language identifies the sentences as fusha to a larger extent than those who
“agree” or “strongly” agree that ammiyya has a place as a written language. No clear differences
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are visible in terms of gender, education or socioeconomic position on how the respondents
identify the sentences.

Regarding the how they label fisha and ammiyya (table 5.13 and 5.14) the majority of the
respondents (77 percent) refer to the language they learned in school, the written variety of
Arabic, as al-lugha al-fusha, while ‘arabi is the second most common label (13 percent) used
in describing the language they learnt in school. Two thirds (66 percent) refer to the language
they normally speak as @mmiyya, while 14 percent refer it as a/-adi (the normal/regular) and
the remaining 12 percent refer it as zasri (Egyptian). These questions were asked without
presenting the alternatives to the respondents. If they replied any other alternative than the
categories provided in the questionnaire, the interviewer would only record “other”. We see
that the less than 1 percent gave a different label than the ones provided in the questionnaire.

The majority (64 percent) of the respondents identify the notion lughar al-umm (the
mother's language) as ammiyya while only 25 percent identify it as fusha (table 5.15). The
opposite is true for al-lugha al-umm (the mother language) which 73 percent identifies as
fusha, while only 20 percent think it represents ammiyya (table 5.16).

Only 8 percent of the respondents had heard of a/-lugha al-wusta (middle, or intermediate,
language) which is a term usually used to define a form of the language that is a mix or some-
where in between pure fusha and pure ammiyya (table 5.17). Among those with university
education the number was higher (16 percent). Almost all who had heard of al-lugha al-wusta
(87 percent) did identify it as meaning a mix between fisha and ammiyya (table 5.18). 43
percent of those who had heard of it would use it to denote both written and spoken language,
while 24 percent would only use it for spoken language and 22 percent would only use it for
written language (table 5.19).
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Chapter 6 Attitudes to fusha and ‘ammiyya

Definitions

By blogs we mean blogs published on the internet. By printed advertisements we mean both
ads in the newspaper, but also billboards or ads with written material that are shown on TV.
By subtitles we mean subtitles in foreign language movies, which are today subtitled in fizsha
in addition to T V-series from other Arab countries that are sometimes subtitled in fusha.

Summary

This chapter presents data on the respondents’ attitudes and perceptions of fusha and ammiyya
as written languages. It contains general questions on how they perceive the different varieties,
and specific questions about whether ammiyya is suitable for writing in different domains.
First, the respondents were asked to rank the following subjects according to how much they
liked them in school: Arabic (fusha), English, mathematics, social studies and science (table
6.1-6.5). A majority of the respondents liked learning Arabic in school. 45 percent place it as
their first choice, 22 percent as their second. The respondents with lower education enjoyed
Arabic more than those with higher education. 52 percent of those with preparatory school
rank Arabic as their first choice while only 36 percent of those with university education and
25 percent of those with higher than university answered the same. The responses do not vary
by age, meaning that the older generation and the younger generation have similar views on
learning Arabic in school.

Only 12 percent of the respondents had heard of taysir al-lugha, a policy proposing to
simplify Arabic grammar (table 6.6). The number is higher (20 percent) among those with a
university degree. Among those who had heard of this policy, 78 percent agreed or strongly
agreed to it. 20 percent disagreed or strongly disagreed. Most of the respondents (70 percent)
also thought that on a general level, that simplification of Arabic grammar would make it
casier for people to learn reading and writing, while 30 percent of the respondents disagreed
(table 6.9).

A majority of the respondents (63 percent) agreed or strongly agreed that ammiyya “has
a place as a written language” (table 6.10). 24 percent disagreed or strongly disagreed while
only 4 percent said neither. Those with higher education disagree more with this statement
compared to those with lower education. There are no large differences by age or gender in
the responses. When asked whether ammiyya is suitable or not suitable for different platforms
(Facebook, blogs, comics, novels, short stories, poems, newspaper columns, printed ads, sub-
titles in movies), the respondents were in three groups: Those who find @mmiyya suitable
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for the specific medium, those who find it not suitable and those who do not know (table
6.11-6.19). For Facebook, blogs and comics, the do not know category amounted to around
one third of the population. For the other mediums, 5-10 percent replied do not know. The
suitable and not suitable groups are similar in size except for Facebook where only 19 percent
find @mmiyya not suitable while 48 percent find it suitable, and poems where 70 percent
found @mmiyya not suitable and 22 percent find it suitable. There are no differences by age,
but highly educated people are more skeptical to using ammiyya than the less educated. Those
who write on Facebook in @mmiyya also think that ammiyya is suitable for Facebook, but 16
percent of those who report to only use @mmiyya on Facebook report that ammiyya is not
suitable to use on Facebook.

The respondents were also asked to rank the importance of fusha, ammiyya and English
to themselves, and to Egypt (table 6.21-6.26). A majority report that ammiyya, fusha and
English are all important languages to Egypt and themselves. Over 70 percent think all three
languages are important or very important. The least important language is fusha, especially
among the less educated. Over one third of those with only preparatory school think fusha is
less important or not important for themselves (6.22).

72 - Fafo-report 2013:39



€/ — 6£:€107 Modai-0je4

ISY lly=u
y€8 (0[0) €e Sl 9l 8l 8l paiy3 yory
€08 00l 14 9l 14 vl ol paiy3 pIN
9. 00l 6% 9l ¥l €l 8 piiyy lood S$8|IK8) Xepul yjlesm sHA
Y9 00} 8¢ Gl Ll 0z (K Jaybiy Jo Aysianiun
L1 (0[0)% A4 L cl 7l Sl ajelpauLiaiul Joddn
SLL L 00l a4 8l 9l Sl 6 |ooyos Alepuooss
1Y 00l 09 vl ol 6 9 jooyos Aiojesedald Jo Alewld pajajdwoo uoneonpa jsaybiy
09% | 00l 1474 9l Sl 14 Ll dlewsa
956 00l 04 Sl ¥l Ll €l SleN juspuodsal |SY Jo JopusD
€9¢ 00l 14 Sl Zl 14 Zl ¥9-0S
0L 0oL a4 Sl 9l 9l Ll 61-G€
€ze | 00} (54 Ll Sl Sl €l ve-8l KoBsyjeo aby
9Ly ¢ 001 [44 9l Sl Sl (45 |ejo|
9zIs s|dwes |ejo |
[ejoL Y4 ypod PaIYy.L puodeg isdiq

ysi|bu3 :(3siom=g 1s9q=1) [00yds ut 133[qns buimo||o4 3y} dI| NOA pIp [|9M MOH Z°9 d|qeL

ISY llv=U
47" 00l (014 14 Ll (14 8l 8jeAlld
L0€C 001 9 0l Sl [44 yA4 [ejusWIUIBA0D papusje [00yos Jo adA |
L6€ 00l ol Sl 8l [44 1 saubesip A|Buons
e 00l L 43 yAS €C Ly saJbesiq
06 001 8 L 8 8l 09 saibesip Jou saibe JauyeN ,obenbue| uspum e se aoeld
88 00l 9 oL cl 4 Ly 9016y e sey efhiwiwy, , Juswalels
828 00l L 4 Gl [44 144 oaibe A Buosng AU} Ypm JuswaaIBy
€8 00l Ll Sl 9l 0C 8¢ paiys yory
€08 00l 9 ol Sl €c VA4 paiyy pIN
29/ 00} 14 8 cl 4 1S paiyy Jood S9|I118) Xapul yjjleam SHA
Y9 00} €l Gl 6l 8l o€ Jaybiy 1o Ayssenun
L) 00l 14 cl 14 14 14 sjelpawdsyul Jaddn
SLLL 00l S 6 14 14 514 |ooyds Arepuodeg
Ll 001 ¥ 6 1 [ord 25 jooyos Alojesedald Jo Alewd paje|dwod uoneonps 1saybiy
097 | 00l S ol 143 €C 514 slewa
966 001 6 43 9l [44 Ly 9e|N juspuodsal |SY Jo JepusD
€9¢ 00l L ol 13 [44 Sy ¥9-0S
0cL 00l L L cl (14 514 617-G€
€ce |l 001 9 Ll Sl [ %4 144 v€-81 KioBsyeo aby
9Ly ¢ 00} L Ll Sl [44 14 |ejo
ozIs a|dues |ejo |
|ejoL | yuo4 Py puodeg 1sdi4

SIQeTV (FSIOM=5 3590=1) [00UDS Ul P3[qNs BUIMO[IO} 53U S5I1T NOA PIP [[OM MOH L9 S[qel

Fafo-report 2013:39- 73



¥/ — 6€:€107 Modai-0jey

ISY liy=u
ves 00l a4 12 €z 8l L paIu yory
€08 00l Gl 62 9z 6l L AU} PIN
29, 001 ol 0¢ 9z ¥ 4’ pA1y} Jood S9|IMS) X8pul Yyjleam SHA
19 00l €z 62 0z 8l ] Jaybiy 1o Aysieniun
111 00} 6 ze 62 6l 0l 8je|pawJsyul Joddn
GLL L 00l Gl 0¢ 74 6l 4} |ooyos Atepuooeg
L1y 00l 6 Gz e 12 1L |jooyos Alojeledald Jo Alewd palajdwod uoneonps 1saybiy
09v | 00l 9l 12 12 6l Ll ajewsaS
966 00l Gl Le 44 0z 4} oy Juspuodsal |SY JO JopusD
€9¢ 00l vl le 12 8l L ¥9-06
0¢. 00l el 8z 12 4 ol 61-G€
€ze | 00l 8l 62 €2 8l 4 vE-81 KiobBajed oby
alv e 00l 9l 62 14 6l Ll [ejol
azis ajdwes |ejol
[eloL [T ypo4 pAIyL puoosg 1S4
$3IPN3S |e1D0S ((ISIoM=G ‘}s3g=|) |o0Yds ul 3d3[gns Buimo||0} a3y 1| NOA pIp ||]9M MOH °9 3|qeL
ISY lv=u
¥€8 00l 4 0z 1z €z €z paiu} yory
€08 001 Gl 1z 6l vZ ¥4 paiuy pIA
29. 00l vl [or 6l 14 0z Py} Jood  S9|IHB) XBpul Yjleam SHA
1¥9 00l vl 6l (4 74 r4 Jayby Jo Aysienun
111 001} Gl vl 74 o1 zz sjelpawuajul Joddn
SLL L 00l 9l 1z 6l €z 12 |ooyos Aiepuodeg paje|dwod
L1y 001 0l z4 8l 8z 0z |ooyos Aiojesedaid Jo Aewud uoneonpa jsaybiy
09% L 00} 9l [ord 8l o1 6l alewsa4
956 00} 4] 8l €z v ¥z Sle|\  juspuodsal |SY JO JopusD
€9¢ 00l 6 6l 2z 9z 144 ¥9-0S
0€. 00l 9l 4 8l €z 0z e
€ze 001} 14} %4 0z v 0z ve-81 Kiobsyeo oby
9Ly T 00l vl 1z 0z |44 ¥4 lejol
oz1s s|dwesg |e1o |
[eJoL unl4 yuo4 pAIYL puodag }sdi4

so13eWAYIeIA ((3SIOM=G “}s9q=]) [00Yds Ul }3[qns Buimo||0} Y3 1] NOA pIp [|dM MOH €79 d|gel

74 - Fafo-report 2013:39



G/ — 6€:€107 Modai-0je4

ISY lly=u
628 00k Zs8 8l paiy1 yory
88/ 00l 06 ol pJiyl PIN
[474 001 ¥6 9 pJiyy Jood $9[I118) X8pul yjlesm sHA
09 00l 08 0c Jaybiy Jo Aysseniun
Gl 00l g8 Gl ajeipawlaiul Jaddn
€0l | 00l 06 0l |[ooyos Alepuoosg
891 00l 16 € |jooyos Alojeledald Jo Alewd pajojdwod uoneonps 1saybiy
6V L 0oL 68 Ll ajewsa4
LV6 001 88 cl alel\ juspuodsal |SY JO Japudag)
6G€ 00l .8 €l ¥9-05
8L 00l 98 143 67-GE
60¢ | 00} 06 0l ¥€-81 AioBejeo aby
98¢ ¢ 001 88 Zl lejol
9zis a|dwes [e1o 1
|ejo] ON SOA

eybn|-|e aiisAe1 wuadl ayl moud noA og 99 9|qel

ISY IIv=u
€8 00l 0z [ord 74 1z 0l pAIY yory
€08 00l 6l 74 o1 0z L Pyl PIN
29. 00} €z €z 8z Ll 0l Py} 1004 S8|Il8} Xepul yyesm SHA
Y9 00} 2z r4 sz 0z L JayBy Jo Aysienun
111 00} Le v 0z Ll 8 sjelpawuajul Joddn
GLL L (o[0] 1z 2z 12 0z L |ooyos Aiepuooss paje|dwod
L1y 001 Gl 8z 8z 6l oL |ooyos Alojesedald Jo Arewiid uoneonps jsaybiy
09t | 00l 6l [ord 1z 0z L olewa4
966 00} 144 44 o1 8l 0l BlB|N  Juspuodsal |SY JO JopusD
£9¢ 00l 74 74 ¥z 0z 8 ¥9-05
0¢. 00l 0z 74 o174 0z L 6Y-GE
£zZe L 00l 1z 4 12 6l L 7€-81 AioBsjeo oby
oLy T 001 ¥4 [ 92 6l 1L lejo)
oZIS w_QEmm |ejo |
[ejoL uy!d ypod [ puoodag 18414

9OUBIDS :(ISIOM=G ‘}s9q=1) |[00YdS Ul }23[qns BuImo||04 dY3 31| NOA pIp |]9M MOH §'9 d|geL

Fafo-report 2013:39 - 75



9/ — 6£:€10T Modai-oje4

ISY llvy=u
yA4d" 00k L L 4 8¢ Ly Py yory
€L 00k 8l 8 € 9¢ 9¢ paiy PIN
Sy 00l 9l 4 - 1€ 1G pJiy} 100d $8|11I8) X8pul yjjesm SHA
174} 00l zl ol 14 L€ 6€ Jaybiy 4o Ayssaniun
14 0ol 8 8 14 zs 8z ojelpauialul Jaddn
€0l 00k €l L - 143 Ly looyos Atepuooeg
vl 00l / / vl 4 0S jooyos Aiojeledaid Jo Alewnd psajs|dwod uoneonps jsaybiH
¥GlL 00} €l ol L e A4 slewsa4
43! 001 ol L € ov o olelN  juepuodsel |SY Jo JepusD
4% 00l 4 JA 4 8¢ 1€ ¥9-0S
16 00l 6 0l 4 %14 143 6¥-G€
eel 00} L 8 14 0g 0g vE-8l KioBajed aby
992 001 (43 6 Z 9¢ 34 1830
ozis 9| dwes |ejo|
|ejol salbes|p aalbesiq dalbes|p Jou 9alby 2albe A|buoss
AiBuong aalbe JayjeN

eybn|-je aiishel yrm aaube nok oqg /9 9|qel

76 - Fafo-report 2013:39



Table 6.8 Do you think tabsit al-lugha would make it easier for people to learn to read and write

Yes No Total
Total Sample size
Total 70 30 100 2 246
Age category 18-34 71 29 100 1227
35-49 68 32 100 681
50-64 67 33 100 338
Gender of RSl respondent  Male 68 32 100 897
Female 70 30 100 1349
Highest education completed Primary or Preparatory school 77 23 100 424
Secondary school 69 31 100 1037
Upper intermediate 80 20 100 168
University or higher 62 38 100 617
DHS wealth index tertiles Poor third 72 28 100 690
Mid third 71 29 100 746
Rich third 66 34 100 793
Agreement with the Strongly agree 83 17 100 499
statement ' 'Ammiyya has a  Agree 79 21 100 768
place as a written language.” Ngjther agree nor disagree 59 41 100 81
Disagree 54 46 100 334
Strongly disagree 46 54 100 380
Type of school attended Governmental 70 30 100 2135
Private 60 40 100 108

n=All RSI

Table 6.9 Some things are written in 'ammiyya. Do you think it is easier to understand things written
in 'ammiyya

Yes No Total

Total Sample size
Total 76 24 100 2 308
Age category 18-34 77 23 100 1265
35-49 77 23 100 697
50-64 73 27 100 346
Gender of RSI respondent Male 74 26 100 911
Female 78 22 100 1397
Highest education completed Primary or Preparatory school 80 20 100 440
Secondary school 79 21 100 1070
Upper intermediate 81 19 100 169
University or higher 69 31 100 629
DHS wealth index tertiles Poor third 80 20 100 710
Mid third 77 23 100 773
Rich third 73 27 100 809
Agreement with the Strongly agree 94 6 100 527
statement ' '"Ammiyya has a Agree 86 14 100 841
place as a written language.”  Npijther agree nor disagree 58 42 100 81
Disagree 53 47 100 331
Strongly disagree 52 48 100 380

n=All RSI
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Chapter 7 Writing practices

Summary

This chapter presents data on frequency of writing in fusha, ammiyya and English. In addition,
data on what respondents wrote most recently and how confident they feel when writing the
different varieties is presented.

Regarding writing in fusha (table 7.1-7.3), 17 percent report that they write in fusha “every
day” while 15 percent write fusha “at least once a month.” A majority of 57 percent report that
they “never” write in fusha. There are no differences by age, but those with a higher educa-
tion write fusha more often than those without. Among those with university education, 30
percent write in fusha everyday whereas only 12 percent of those with preparatory educa-
tion report the same. 58 percent report that “school assignments” or “work related” writings
were the last thing they wrote in fusha, whereas only 9 percent say Facebook and 1 percent
say e-mails. Despite not writing in fusha frequently, 72 percent report being “confident” in
writing fusha, while only 5 percent say they are “not confident at all” or “rather uncertain”.

Regarding writing in ‘ammiyya (table 7.4-7.7) 21 percent report to never write in ‘ammiyya
whereas 35 percent write in ammiyya every day and 29 percent at least once a week. Younger
people write more in ‘ammiyya than older and the more educated write more frequently in
‘ammiyya than those without education. 42 percent of university graduates write in ‘ammiyya
everyday while only 26 percent of those with preparatory school report the same. 59 percent
report that Facebook, twitter or SMS? was the last thing they wrote in ‘ammiyya whereas only
S percent answer school related assignments. A majority (76 percent) of the respondents report
being confident in writing ‘ammiyya, while only 1 percent report being “not confident at all’.
85 percent use only Arabic letters when writing ‘ammiyya, 15 percent alternate between the
alphabets while only 1 percent use only Latin letters when writing ‘ammiyya.

A small minority of the respondents report writing in English (table 7.8-7.10). Only 11
percent write English every day whereas 65 percent never write in English. Again, those
with higher education write more frequently. Among university graduates, 22 percent write
in English every day while only 6 percent of those with preparatory education answer the
same. Facebook, twitter, SMS and school assignments were the platforms last used to write
in English for a majority of the population. A majority (52 percent) report being confident
in writing in English while only 4 percent say that they are not confident at all. Among those
with university education 62 percent are confident writing in English whereas 33 percent of
those with only preparatory education report the same. When writing online, only 3 percent
write in English only while 45 percent alternate between English and Arabic and 42 percent
write in Arabic only (fusha and ‘ammiyya.) Again those with more education write more
frequently in English.

*SMS-Short Message Services used in Mobile phones

94 — Fafo-report 2013:39



In the last section of the chapter (table 7.12-7.21) we asked about what language the
respondents used when using different platforms. In general, a small minority write exclusively
in fusha while a majority either alternate between fusha and ‘ammiyya or use exclusively ‘am-
miyya. For example, only 5 percent write “only in fusha” on Facebook and Twitter, whereas
35 percent alternate and 50 percent write only in ‘ammiyya on those platforms. When writing
comments on online newspapers, 6 percent write only in fusha whereas 20 percent alternate
and 15 percent use ‘ammiyya only. The same trend is visible with text messages and e-mails. A
small minority (between 10 and 20 percent) report using “creative writing’, “personal writing’,

“personal letter”, or “work related letter”.
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Chapter 8: Attitudes to language
in education

This chapter presents data on respondents’ attitudes to language in education. More precisely,
the respondents were asked what language they thought would be best fit for teaching in
primary, preparatory and secondary school, as well as in what language they were taught. In
addition we asked about which languages are fit for teaching specific subjects.

Around half of the population report being taught in ammiyya at all levels (50 percent in
primary school, 47 percent in preparatory school, 40 percent in secondary school). Being
taught in fusha is rare in primary and preparatory school (15 and 14 percent), whereas about
a third were taught in fusha in secondary school (table 8.1, 8.3 and 8.5). Regarding which
language they wished to be used in school, the largest segment wanted a mix between ‘ammiyya
and fusha to be used (36 percent for primary school, 41 percent for preparatory, 40 percent
for secondary), while around a third wanted only fusha used (32 percent for primary school,
34 percent for preparatory school, 35 percent for secondary school). Only around one fifth
wanted only ‘ammiyya to be used in teaching (28 percent for primary school, 22 percent for
preparatory school, 20 percent for secondary school) (table 8.2, 8.4 and 8.6).

Regarding specific subjects, the respondents were divided about whether they wanted fusha,
‘ammiyya or English to be used (table 8.7-8.10). ‘Ammiyya was the popular option for teaching
science (48 percent) and mathematics (57 percent) whereas fusha was deemed most suited for
teaching social studies (56 percent). English was the most popular option when asked about
which language should be used to teach computer science (54 percent). Also, a vast majority
(83 percent) thought that English was the most important language to learn for children in
order to secure them a better future, compared with three percent who answered ‘ammiyya
and 12 percent who answered fusha (table 8.11).
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Chapter 9: Attitudes and public life

This chapter presents data on the respondents’ attitudes social and political issues. The re-
spondents were asked specific questions about freedom of expression, the role of women in
society and voting behavior.

Regarding freedom of expression (table 9.1-9.2) a majority of the respondents (78 percent)
agree or strongly agree that the government has the right to restrict publishing of books or
newspapers that are deemed to offend public values. When asked about censoring views that
were opposed to the government however, the majority (87 percent) disagree or strongly
disagree. There are only small differences by age and education in these responses.

The respondents were asked a number of questions about women's role in society (table
9.5-9.12). On a few of the questions the population leaned towards greater inclusion of women
in society and politics. The majority of the population agreed or strongly agreed that it was
acceptable for a women to work outside the home when she was married (74 percent), that it
was acceptable for a woman to run for a seat in parliament (80 percent), that boys should not be
prioritized in education (73 percent) and that women should play a larger part in society than
what is the case today (77 percent). However, on several questions the majority were opposed
to giving women more freedom in the social and political arena. 58 percent disagreed that
a women should be able to run for president, 83 percent disagreed that women should have
a right to divorce their husbands stipulated in the marriage contract (is724) and 51 percent
disagreed that woman should be able to state her right to work in the marriage contract. A
somewhat larger portion agreed that women could have a general right to divorce, kbul’ (34
percent agree, 28 percent strongly agree). On all the questions on women's issues, the male
population was much less inclined to grant women new freedoms compared to the female
population. There was however little difference between those with high and low education
in their views on women s role in society.

When asked about what they voted in the first round of presidential elections in 2012, we
see that Muhammad Mursi and Ahmad Shafiq got the most votes (both 21 percent) while
Hamdin Sabbahi came in third with 16 percent. The more educated voted Sabbahi and Shafiq
to a larger degree, while the less educated voted Mursi to a larger degree. We also see that those
with higher education vote more than those without. In the constitutional referendum 63
percent of those with only preparatory education did not vote, whereas only 31 percent of
those with university education abstained from voting.
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Language Change in Egypt:
Social and Cultural Indicators Survey

This tabulation report presents the results from a survey conducted in Greater Cairo, 2013.
The main goal of the survey is to explore the nature of language attitudes and practices in
Egypt. The importance of the subject lies in that Egypt is not only in the midst of political
upheaval, but also a linguistic one. The Arabic standard language (fusha), which has been
regarded as the dominant high variety, is now being challenged by the rise of colloquial
Arabic (‘ammiyya) in both writing and teaching. This survey is the first attempt of mapping
the extent and nature of this development. Some of the questions addressed are: How

widespread is the use of written ‘ammiyya? How is the increasing use of written ‘ammiyya
perceived by literate Egyptians? Is there a link between people’s political and social attitudes
and the way they look at language?
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