DUALIZATION AND POLARIZATION IN
SWEDEN

Presentation for the conference Midlertidig jobb —
springbrett inn | arbeidsmarkedet, FAFO, April 11, 2017

Tomas Berglund
Department of Sociology and Work Science
University of Gothenburg



Background: Two projects

« Temporary employees chances for a stable labour market
situation, Kristina Hakansson (project leader), Tommy
Isidorsson, Tomas Berglund, Forte 2014-2016

 The Challenges of Polarization on the Swedish Labour

Tomas Berglund (project leader) + number of other researchers,
Forte 2017-2022



Dualization

« Labour markets have tended to be segmented into a primary and secondary
labour market (a core and pheriphery)

— Primary labour market: Relatively secure jobs, training opportunities, possibilites for a
career/up-going mobility

— Secondary labour market: Insecure jobs, few career and training opportunities. Employees
loosly connected to the organization, e.g. temporary employment, part-time employment,
self-employed (freelance, consultants etc), informal employment

* The drivers behind this development

— Employers strive for flexibility (e.g. in hirings and firings), especially on highly regulated
labour markets

— Governments compliance with employers wish, in particular in situations of high/increasing
unemployment - e.g. opening up the possibilities to use temporary employment

— Unions weakening strength, a tendency of an insider/outsider logic

* The effect:
— Dead-end jobs or stepping-stones to the primary labour market?
— Financial insecurity (e.g. postpone family formation, health effects etc)

— Deacreasing unionization
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Figure 1. Proportion (%) of temporary employees among all employees, and the
unemployment level. (Statistics Sweden.
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Blad1


																											0.0


															Månad			Säsong			Panel			Årlig medel			ERROR:#VALUE!


			87			87			1			87			11.2			12.0									11.2						2.9


			87						2						10.2			11.6									10.2						3.1


			87						3						10.7			11.7									10.7						3.1


			87						4						11.6			12.3									11.6						2.9


			87						5						11.4			11.7									11.4						2.9


			87						6						14.6			12.3									14.6						3.0


			87						7						16.4			12.4									16.4						2.8


			87						8						12.6			11.7									12.6						3.2


			87						9						10.8			12.1									10.8						2.6


			87						10						12.0			12.6									12.0						2.5


			87						11						11.5			12.1									11.5						2.7


			87						12						10.9			11.8						12.0			10.9						2.7


			88			88			1			88			11.3			12.2									11.3						2.7


			88						2						10.7			12.0									10.7						2.4


			88						3						10.9			11.7									10.9						2.6


			88						4						11.0			11.7									11.0						2.5


			88						5						11.5			11.8									11.5						2.5


			88						6						14.1			11.9									14.1						2.4


			88						7						15.5			11.6									15.5						2.5


			88						8						12.8			12.0									12.8						2.3


			88						9						10.4			11.7									10.4						2.5


			88						10						11.1			11.6									11.1						2.5


			88						11						10.7			11.3									10.7						2.4


			88						12						10.6			11.5						11.7			10.6						2.1


			89			89			1			89			10.3			11.3									10.3						2.2


			89						2						9.8			11.0									9.8						2.3


			89						3						10.4			11.2									10.4						2.1


			89						4						10.2			11.0									10.2						2.4


			89						5						10.6			10.8									10.6						2.2


			89						6						12.7			10.5									12.7						2.0


			89						7						14.5			10.8									14.5						1.9


			89						8						11.6			10.8									11.6						2.0


			89						9						9.3			10.5									9.3						2.2


			89						10						9.4			10.0									9.4						2.3


			89						11						10.0			10.5									10.0						2.1


			89						12						9.8			10.6						10.7			9.8						2.3


			90			90			1			90			9.3			10.3									9.3						2.2


			90						2						9.3			10.4									9.3						2.1


			90						3						9.7			10.4									9.7						2.1


			90						4						9.4			10.2									9.4						2.1


			90						5						10.2			10.3									10.2						2.3


			90						6						12.3			10.0									12.3						2.1


			90						7						13.8			10.2									13.8						2.3


			90						8						10.8			10.1									10.8						2.2


			90						9						8.8			9.9									8.8						2.6


			90						10						9.6			10.1									9.6						2.7


			90						11						9.3			9.9									9.3						2.9


			90						12						9.2			10.0						10.1			9.2						3.0


			91			91			1			91			8.8			9.9									8.8						2.9


			91						2						8.9			9.9									8.9						3.2


			91						3						9.1			9.9									9.1						3.4


			91						4						9.0			9.8									9.0						3.5


			91						5						9.8			9.8									9.8						3.4


			91						6						12.3			10.0									12.3						3.5


			91						7						13.0			9.4									13.0						3.9


			91						8						10.6			9.8									10.6						4.1


			91						9						8.9			10.0									8.9						4.3


			91						10						9.4			9.9									9.4						4.4


			91						11						10.0			10.5									10.0						4.6


			91						12						9.1			9.9						9.9			9.1						5.1


			92			92			1			92			8.9			10.2			9.6						-0.7			0.0			5.1


			92						2						9.6			10.7			10.2						-0.6						5.5


			92						3						9.8			10.6			9.8						-0.0						5.8


			92						4						9.4			10.3			8.7						0.7						5.9


			92						5						11.2			11.2			9.6						1.6						6.5


			92						6						13.4			11.0			12.4						1.0						6.4


			92						7						14.2			10.5			15.6						-1.4						6.7


			92						8						11.2			10.5			10.2						1.0						7.2


			92						9						9.4			10.4			9.6						-0.2						7.0


			92						10						10.3			10.7			11.2						-0.9						7.2


			92						11						10.3			10.8			10						0.3						7.7


			92						12						10.0			10.9			10.5			10.6			-0.5						7.6			10.6


			93			93			1			93			9.5			11.0			8.9						0.6						8.6


			93						2						10.3			11.4			9.3						1.0						8.8


			93						3						10.1			11.0			10.6						-0.5						9.0


			93						4						10.2			11.1			9.5						0.7						9.8


			93						5						11.1			11.2			9.9						1.2						10.0


			93						6						13.6			10.9			12.7						0.9						10.7


			93						7						15.5			11.7			16						-0.5						10.9


			93						8						12.1			11.3			11						1.1						10.8


			93						9						11.1			12.0			11.8						-0.7						10.8


			93						10						11.9			12.4			12.9						-1.0						11.2


			93						11						11.1			11.6			10.7						0.4						11.1


			93						12						11.7			12.6			12.6			11.5			-0.9						10.9			11.3


			94			94			1			94			11.0			12.6			11.6						-0.6						11.1


			94						2						10.9			12.1			9.6						1.3						11.1


			94						3						11.6			12.7			10.9						0.7						10.8


			94						4						12.6			13.6			11.4						1.2						10.4


			94						5						13.1			13.2			13.7						-0.6						10.5


			94						6						16.2			13.5			15.3						0.9						10.5


			94						7						17.7			14.0			17						0.7						10.5


			94						8						14.9			14.0			13.7						1.2						10.5


			94						9						13.2			13.9			13.8						-0.6						10.3


			94						10						13.9			14.4			11.5						2.4						10.2


			94						11						13.9			14.4			12.7						1.2						10.3


			94						12						13.0			13.8			13.4			13.5			-0.4						10.4			12.9


			95			95			1			95			12.6			14.2			13.2						-0.6						10.2


			95						2						13.1			14.3			11.2						1.9						9.9


			95						3						13.3			14.4			13.9						-0.6						10.0


			95						4						13.5			14.6			13.6						-0.1						9.8


			95						5						14.0			14.2			13.6						0.4						9.7


			95						6						17.4			14.8			17.8						-0.4						9.8


			95						7						17.5			13.9			17.1						0.4						9.6


			95						8						15.2			14.0			12.7						2.5						9.6


			95						9						13.6			14.3			12.1						1.5						10.2


			95						10						12.7			13.3			13						-0.3						10.2


			95						11						13.4			13.8			13.8						-0.4						10.1


			95						12						13.3			14.1			13.6			14.1			-0.3						10.4			13.8


			96			96			1			96			12.5			14.2			12.1						0.4						9.9


			96						2						12.4			13.6			10.9						1.5						10.4


			96						3						12.9			14.0			13.3						-0.4						10.4


			96						4						12.5			13.7			11.5						1.0						10.7


			96						5						13.3			13.6			12.6						0.7						10.7


			96						6						16.5			13.9			15.7						0.8						10.7


			96						7						17.1			13.3			16.8						0.3						10.6


			96						8						15.2			13.8			15.2						0.0						11.1


			96						9						13.7			14.3			14.9						-1.2						10.9


			96						10						13.6			14.2			13.4						0.2						10.8


			96						11						13.8			14.1			12.8						1.0						11.1


			96						12						13.1			13.9			11.6			13.9			1.5						11.4			13.4


			97			97			1			97			12.1			14.0			11						1.1						11.1


			97						2						13.0			14.2			12.5						0.5						11.6


			97						3						13.1			14.3			13.2						-0.1						11.6


			97						4						12.6			13.9			12.4						0.2						11.4


			97						5						14.1			14.3			15.3						-1.2						11.3


			97						6						17.0			14.3			18.3						-1.3						11.7


			97						7						18.9			15.2			17.9						1.0						11.3


			97						8						16.7			15.2			14.3						2.4						10.6


			97						9						14.2			14.9			13						1.2						10.6


			97						10						14.3			15.0			13.6						0.7						10.6


			97						11						14.6			14.9			14.8						-0.2						10.1


			97						12						14.5			15.3			13.4			14.6			1.1						9.8			14.1


			98			98			1			98			13.0			14.9			14						-1.0						10.0


			98						2						14.5			15.6			12.9						1.6						9.7


			98						3						13.9			15.2			12.1						1.8						9.4


			98						4						13.9			15.3			13.5						0.4						9.8


			98						5						15.3			15.6			15.6						-0.3						10.0


			98						6						17.8			15.1			17.4						0.4						9.3


			98						7						19.4			15.8			18.3						1.1						9.6


			98						8						17.9			16.5			18.4						-0.5						9.2


			98						9						14.9			15.6			13.9						1.0						8.7


			98						10						15.3			16.0			14						1.3						8.6


			98						11						16.3			16.6			15.4						0.9						8.8


			98						12						15.1			15.8			15			15.6			0.1						8.6			15.0


			99			99			1			99			14.2			16.1			13.7						0.5						8.5


			99						2						15.1			16.1			13.8						1.3						8.3


			99						3						14.7			15.8			14.4						0.3						8.3


			99						4						14.9			16.2			15.1						-0.2						8.3


			99						5						16.3			16.6			13.8						2.5						7.8


			99						6						19.1			16.4			16.3						2.8						7.8


			99						7						19.8			16.2			19.1						0.7						7.8


			99						8						17.1			15.9			15.9						1.2						8.0


			99						9						14.8			15.5			11.9						2.9						7.9


			99						10						15.4			16.0			14.8						0.6						7.6


			99						11						15.2			15.5			15						0.2						7.6


			99						12						15.0			15.7			15.6			16.0			-0.6						7.6			15.0


			00			00			1			00			13.7			15.5			12.3						1.4						7.2


			00						2						14.6			15.7			12.8						1.8						7.3


			00						3						14.3			15.4			12.2						2.1						7.1


			00						4						14.1			15.3			12.7						1.4						6.9


			00						5						15.0			15.3			13.7						1.3						6.7


			00						6						18.4			15.7			17.8						0.6						6.6


			00						7						18.6			15.0			17.9						0.7						6.6


			00						8						15.7			14.6			16.8						-1.1						6.7


			00						9						14.7			15.3			14.6						0.1						6.3


			00						10						14.4			15.0			15.3						-0.9						6.3


			00						11						15.3			15.6			13.5						1.8						6.3


			00						12						14.5			15.2			12.3						2.2						6.0			14.3


			01			01			1			01			13.9			15.5			12.9						1.0						6.0


			01						2						14.1			15.2			13.3						0.8						5.9


			01						3						14.3			15.4			14.6						-0.3						6.0


			01						4						14.2			15.2			13.7						0.5						5.6


			01						5						14.2			14.6			14.4						-0.2						5.8


			01						6						17.3			14.7			17.3						-0.0						5.8


			01						7						18.2			14.6			18.8						-0.6						5.7


			01						8						15.4			14.4			14.8						0.6						5.7


			01						9						14.4			14.8			13.7						0.7						5.9


			01						10						13.9			14.5			13.1						0.8						6.2


			01						11						13.6			14.2			13.9						-0.3						5.8


			01						12						13.9			14.6			12.1			14.8			1.8						5.9			14.4


			02			02			1			02			12.8			14.4			13.7						-0.9						5.9


			02						2						13.0			14.3			13.1						-0.1						5.9


			02						3						13.7			14.7			12.8						0.9						5.9


			02						4						13.6			14.5			15.3						-1.7						6.0


			02						5						14.1			14.6			15.3						-1.2						5.9


			02						6						17.3			14.9			18.2						-0.9						5.7


			02						7						18.7			15.2			18.2						0.5						6.0


			02						8						16.1			15.1			15.4						0.7						5.8


			02						9						14.8			15.1			14.4						0.4						6.2


			02						10						14.6			15.2			14.5						0.1						6.0


			02						11						14.3			14.9			14.5						-0.2						6.1


			02						12						14.2			14.9			14.2			14.8			-0.0						6.3			15.0


			03			03			1			03			13.1			14.6			13						0.1						6.6


			03						2						13.9			15.2			13						0.9						6.1


			03						3						13.9			14.9			13.4						0.5						6.4


			03						4						14.2			15.0			13.9						0.3						6.4


			03						5						14.4			14.9			13.8						0.6						6.4


			03						6						17.2			14.9			17.8						-0.6						6.4


			03						7						18.1			14.5			16.6						1.5						6.5


			03						8						15.5			14.2			14.9						0.6						6.8


			03						9						14.5			14.8			13.2						1.3						6.6


			03						10						13.7			14.3			14.1						-0.4						6.9


			03						11						14.0			14.6			13.7						0.3						7.3


			03						12						13.9			14.7			14.2			14.7			-0.3						7.1			14.3


			04			04			1			04			13.6			15.0			13.5						0.1						7.1


			04						2						13.1			14.5			11.8						1.3						7.5


			04						3						13.7			14.9			12.5						1.2						7.5


			04						4						14.3			15.1			13.5						0.8						7.2


			04						5						14.7			15.3			15.1						-0.4						7.7


			04						6						16.9			14.7			18						-1.1						7.4


			04						7						18.9			15.3			18.5						0.4						7.3


			04						8						17.0			15.5			16.2						0.8						7.3


			04						9						14.9			15.3			13.7						1.2						7.9


			04						10						15.2			15.7									15.2						7.2


			04						11						14.7			15.2									14.7						7.5


			04						12						14.7			15.7						15.2			14.7						7.5			11.1


			05			05			1			05			13.9			15.3			13.4						0.5						7.0


			05						2						14.1			15.5			15.3						-1.2						7.8


			05						3						14.5			15.7			13						1.5						7.4


			05						4						15.0			15.9			14.2						0.8						7.5


			05						5						15.1			15.6			15.7						-0.6						7.9


			05						6						17.4			15.3			14.7						2.7						8.2


			05						7						19.0			15.4			18.9						0.1						8.0


			05						8						17.6			15.9			17.8						-0.2						7.9


			05						9						15.2			15.7			14.6						0.6						7.3


			05						10						15.1			15.7			13.8						1.3						7.9


			05						11						15.6			16.0			15.7						-0.1						7.3


			05						12						15.0			16.0			14.1			15.6			0.9						7.6			15.1


			06			06			1			06			14.9			16.3			12.9						2.0						7.8


			06						2						14.9			16.2			13.8						1.1						7.2


			06						3						15.1			16.3			14.7						0.4						7.4


			06						4						15.3			16.3			14.5						0.8						7.8


			06						5						15.8			16.2			12.6						3.2						7.1


			06						6						18.9			16.9			17.4						1.5						7.1


			06						7						20.9			17.5			21						-0.1						6.9


			06						8						18.9			17.2			16.4						2.5						7.0


			06						9						16.5			16.9			15						1.5						6.7


			06						10						16.7			17.2			15.3						1.4						6.6


			06						11						17.2			17.6			16						1.2						6.6


			06						12						15.8			16.8			14.2			16.7			1.6						6.5			15.3


			07			07			1			07			16.3			17.7			17.3						-1.0						6.6


			07						2						15.8			17.1			14						1.8						6.2


			07						3						15.6			16.8			15.5						0.1						6.4


			07						4						16.5			17.5			15.4						1.1						6.1


			07						5						16.9			17.3			15.2						1.7						6.0


			07						6						18.9			16.8			18.3						0.6						6.3


			07						7						20.3			17.0			18.4						1.9						6.0


			07						8						19.1			17.4			19.7						-0.6						5.9


			07						9						16.6			16.9			15.2						1.4						6.1


			07						10						16.7			17.3			15.5						1.2						6.2


			07						11						16.7			17.0			17.2						-0.5						6.0


			07						12						15.6			16.6			15.1			17.1			0.5						5.9			16.4


			08			08			1			08			14.6			16.1			13.2						1.4						6.0


			08						2						15.2			16.4			13.4						1.8						5.7


			08						3						15.4			16.6			15.4						0.0						5.6


			08						4						14.8			15.8			12.9						1.9						5.5


			08						5						15.7			16.1			15.3						0.4						5.7


			08						6						18.1			15.9			18.4						-0.3						6.2


			08						7						18.7			15.4			18						0.7						6.1


			08						8						17.2			15.5			15.9						1.3						6.0


			08						9						15.3			15.6			14.7						0.6						6.4


			08						10						14.5			15.1			14.5						-0.0						6.4


			08						11						14.2			14.5			12						2.2						6.9


			08						12						14.3			15.3			12.7			15.7			1.6						6.9			14.7


			09			09			1			09			13.4			15.1			12.4						1.0						6.8


			09						2						13.7			14.8			11.1						2.6						7.7


			09						3						14.0			15.2			12.5						1.5						8.0


			09						4						13.4			14.5			11						2.4						8.0


			09						5						14.1			14.4			12.4						1.7						8.9


			09						6						17.7			15.5			16.6						1.1						8.6


			09						7						17.5			14.0			15.6						1.9						8.5


			09						8						15.9			14.2			15.8						0.1						8.7


			09						9						14.7			15.0			11.9						2.8						8.8


			09						10						14.0			14.7			12.6						1.4						8.8


			09						11						14.5			14.9			11.9						2.6						8.7


			09						12						14.3			15.3			12.1			14.8			2.2						9.0			13.0


			10			10			1			10			13.2			15.0			11.3						1.9						9.1


			10						2						14.6			15.7			14.1						0.5						9.0


			10						3						14.2			15.4			13.1						1.1						8.9


			10						4						14.8			15.9									14.8						9.3


			10						5						15.6			15.9									15.6						8.9


			10						6						17.9			15.7									17.9						8.5


			10						7						19.7			16.3									19.7						8.7


			10						8						17.5			15.8									17.5						8.5


			10						9						15.6			16.0									15.6						8.5


			10						10						15.3			16.0									15.3						8.3


			10						11						16.2			16.6									16.2						8.1


			10						12						15.2			16.0						15.8			15.2						8.2


			11			11			1			11			14.4			16.2									14.4						8.0


			11						2						15.6			16.7									15.6						7.9


			11						3						14.9			16.0									14.9						8.0


			11						4						15.4			16.4									15.4						7.8


			11						5						16.3			16.6									16.3						7.9


			11						6						18.0			16.0									18.0						8.0


			11						7						19.9			16.6									19.9						7.9


			11						8						18.3			16.6									18.3						7.8


			11						9						16.2			16.6									16.2						7.6


			11						10						15.7			16.3									15.7						7.9


			11						11						16.4			16.7									16.4						7.7


			11						12						15.7			16.5						16.4			15.7						7.8


			12			12			1			12			14.1			15.8									14.1						8.1


			12						2						14.6			15.8									14.6						7.8


			12						3						15.1			16.1									15.1						7.6


			12						4						15.0			16.0									15.0						7.6


			12						5						15.7			15.9									15.7						8.3


			12						6						17.9			16.1									17.9						7.8


			12						7						18.8			15.3									18.8						8.1


			12						8						17.5			15.8									17.5						8.2


			12						9						14.9			15.3									14.9						8.2


			12						10						15.2			15.7									15.2						8.1


			12						11						15.2			15.6									15.2						8.5


			12						12						14.8			15.5						15.7			14.8						8.2


			13			13			1			13			14.4			16.2									14.4						8.1


			13						2						14.7			15.9									14.7						8.2


			13						3						14.6			15.7									14.6						8.4


			13						4						15.3			16.2									15.3						8.3


			13						5						15.7			15.9									15.7						8.0


			13						6						18.1			16.4									18.1						8.2


			13						7						19.8			16.5									19.8						8.0


			13						8						17.6			15.8									17.6						8.1


			13						9						15.9			16.3									15.9						8.1


			13						10						16.2			16.7									16.2						7.9


			13						11						15.7			16.1									15.7						8.1


			13						12						15.7			16.4						16.1			15.7						8.2


			14			14			1			14			14.4			16.1									14.4						8.3


			14						2						15.0			16.2									15.0						8.1


			14						3						16.0			16.9									16.0						8.1


			14						4						15.5			16.5									15.5						8.1


			14						5						16.3			16.6									16.3						7.8


			14						6						18.1			16.4									18.1						8.1


			14						7						20.3			17.1									20.3						8.0


			14						8						18.6			16.8									18.6						8.2


			14						9						16.4			16.8									16.4						7.9


			14						10						16.5			16.8									16.5						8.1


			14						11						16.2			16.7									16.2						8.0


			14						12						16.2			16.8						16.6			16.2						7.6


			15			15			1			15			14.8			16.5									14.8						8.0


			15						2						15.7			16.8									15.7						8.0


			15						3						15.6			16.5									15.6						7.6


			15						4						15.2			16.2									15.2						7.8


			15						5						16.3			16.6									16.3						7.9


			15						6						17.9			16.2									17.9						7.5


			15						7						19.1			15.9									19.1						7.3


			15						8						18.8			17.0									18.8						7.2


			15						9						16.2			16.6									16.2						7.3


			15						10						16.0			16.4									16.0						7.3


			15						11						15.9			16.5									15.9						7.0


			15						12						16.1			16.7						16.5			16.1						7.3


						16						16			15.1			16.8									15.1						6.9
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																											0.0


																											0.0


																											0.0


						sambandets styrka																					0.0


			1987			-0.048																					0.0


			1988			0.048																					0.0


			1989			-0.302																					0.0


			1990			-0.09																					0.0


			1991			0.271																					0.0


			1992			0.506																					0.0


			1993			0.761																					0.0


			1994			-0.202																					0.0


			1995			0.141																					0.0


			1996			0.431																					0.0


			1997			-0.017																					0.0


			1998			-0.081																					0.0


			1999			0.098																					0.0


			2000			0.092																					0.0


			2001			0.19																					0.0


			2002			-0.162																					0.0


			2003			-0.005																					0.0


			2004			-0.234																					0.0


			2005			0.149																					0.0


			2006			-0.285																					0.0


			2007			-0.126																					0.0


			2008			0.091																					0.0


			2009			0.394																					0.0


			2010			-0.347																					0.0


			2011			-0.32																					0.0


			2012			-0.147																					0.0


			2013			-0.404																					0.0


			2014			-0.426																					0.0


			2015			-0.447																					0.0
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Lagen om anstallningsskydd och
tidsbegransade anstallningar

Tillsvidareanstallning ar grundformen, men tillater féljande former av
tidsbegransade kontrakt

 Allman visstid: Vid tillfalliga behov, men sammanlagt som mest 2 ar
under en 5-arsperiod.

* Vikariat: FOr en viss person. Hogst 2 ar under 5 arsperiod.
e Sasongsanstallning

 Provanstallning: Hogst 6 manaders provotid, skall darefter 6verga i
fast anstallning.

« Visstidsanstallning efter 67 ars alder.

Majligheterna att anvanda tidsbegransade anstallningar
har 6kat Gver tid!



ORGANISATIONSNAMN (ANDRA SIDHUVUD
VIA FLIKEN INFOGA-SIDHUVUD/SIDFOT)

Type of Temporary
Contract

34.1 19.1
Probationary 117 9.0
employee
Internship | 15 .2
Summerwork 6.3 4.1
5.4 4.8
17.9 9.9
18.3 17.5
temporary

(1962) (3029)

Data: Swedish LFS (AKU). Own calculations



More than 60% temporaries are still in an uncertain labour market
situation after 2 years

Berglund, T.,
Hakansson, K.,
Isidorsson, T.,
Alfonsson, J. (2017)
“Temporary
Employment and the
Future Labor Market
Status”, Nordic Journal
of Working Life Studies,
7(2): 27-48.
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Berglund, T., Hakansson, K., Isidorsson, T., Alfonsson, J. (2017) “Temporary
Employment and the Future Labor Market Status”, Nordic Journal of Working Life
Studies, 7(2): 27-48.



Polarization

« Growth of employment in the both end of the occupational-wage
structure, i.e. the number of both high and low paid jobs grow,
while middle paid jobs are stagnating or declining in numbers.

Source: Eurofound
(2017) Occupational
change and wage
inequality: European
Jobs Monitor 2017



« Main driver of the development is believed to be technological
change: Computorization, digitalization, robotization

— Skill-Biased Technological Change (SBTC-hypothesis): Upgrading
— Routine-Biased Technological Change (RBTC-hypothesis): Polarization

 However other factors have also been suggested:

— Outsourzing abroad

— Changing labour supply: Feminization, immigration (both RBTC), high supply
of highly skilled (SBTC)

— Deliberate policies to increase "simple jobs”: Mini-jobs i Germany, the RUT-
reform in Sweden, discussions of decreasing minimum wages.

* Actors:
— Employers, use new technology to increase productivity
— Governments: Trying to reduce unemployment by facilitating the creation of
"simple”, initial jobs
— Unions? Luddite responses? Also question marks around the effect of
Solidaristic Wage Policies - Side-effect polarization?
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Figure 1: Percentage changes in the number employed in different quintiles of
the Swedish Occupational-Wage structure 2000-2014. LFS data, own calculations



Do dualization and polarization coincide in labour
markets of today, and are the processes interacting
In their effects?

» Dualization has effects on incomes (few working hours,
interrupted employment), while polarization on hourly
wages (growth of high and low wage jobs)

« Dualization and polarization processes may coincide in
parts of the occupational structure and result in a growth of
low paid and insecure employment

» Mobility from the secondary labour market may be
hampered by polarization: Declining number of positions in
the middle of the job-wage structure

* Risk of an increasing strata of working poor

» Other consequences? Political? The unions?



Temporary employment in Occupational-Wage Quintile 2000 and 2014. Percent.
Swedish LFS data, own calculations

R R R
Quintile

1 Quintile (Lowest wage) 24.0 30.6

17.9 24.3
12.0 16.3
9.3 10.8

8.1 9.3



Tack sa mycket!

Tomas.Berglund@socav.gu.se
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